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The very first job, to lay out the core in its proper order is not al
sometimes impossible. Be sure to record any problems that arise in tryi
in order, because it may be important later when something seems wrong
the cores.

The next step is to wash the cores. Oddly enough this seems an ot
where the cores are dirty, yet it is not uncommon to find people strugglin;
dirty core. Aside from making the work harder it often makes it useless.
the core is clean, it must be examined wet because wetting the core perm
features on the cut surfaces. Some prefer to examine the core dry first a

In describing rocks of the core give first, the interval over which -
rock occurs, then the name of the rock, the attitude of any structures (wit
core axis, and measured with a protractor) and finally a description of the
two rock types are in contact be sure to describe the nature of the contact
zones should be fully described.

After logging the core samples for more detai led study (thin sectic
be taken. This selection of material for further study should be made wit
record the particulars of why that material was chosen. Most material fc
generally selected in one of three ways. First, it is selected because the
particular feature that one wants to examine. Second, it is selected becat
looks pretty much like another and this one is convenient. Third, the spe
at random. If the core or cuttings were not logged or washed chances are
was selected at random regardless of the apparent care exercised. If no

made of the whole core or cuttings which includes a record of the selectio






odd-ball rocks or rocks tha. are minor in amount. For example, con
an aplite dyke an inch or so wide in a core. While the study is in its i
this dyke should be considered only as a fabric element of the rock in
it occurs, until such time as there is a reason to examine it as a rock type in
itself. To select a sample containing the aplite dyke and not point out
obviously that it represents less than 1% of the core may lead to a much
distorted picture of type of rock present. Above all, the basement of Kansas
is no place to begin the study of aplite dykes.

Examination of Cuttings, Procedure.

The following remarks pertain primarily to the examination of well cuttings
obtained from the Precambrian section. The problems are somewhat idfferent to those
concerning Paleozoic and younger rocks. Much more interpretation is required, and if
not watched can make the whole description too subjective to be of much use. One should
always be able to differentiate between what was actually seen, and what was concluded.
The following procedure is designed to try and keep, as far as possible, conclusions a....
observations separate.

Outline of the Examination Procedure

1. Identify and learn fo recognize all items present.

a. Make a preliminary examinatim to select items
b. Positively identify items
i mineral grains by immersion

ii rock fragments by immersion
or by thin section

c. Write an introduction to the log giving the results of a






Write up the results of the above work as the introduction tothe s:
sure to indicate the slides made, and relate them by number to the mate:
and the sample from which they came. A very important part of these descriptions is an
unequivo cal description of the identifying features of each item. These features must be
expressed so precisely that identifications can be made without error. One of the worst
errors is to say an item has been given some name, say Regan quartzite because it looks
like Regan quartzite. Such a sample looks like Regan quartzite because it has certain
features, which the observer associates with the Regan quartzite. T
features which must be described as the definitive features of this ite
In naming the rock items, it will in many cases be necessary
subjective judgements as for example in discriminating between arko
gneiss. Where this happens be sure to give the reason for your choic
done by tossing a coin. This will enable the reader to use the inforr
does not agree with the interpretation.
Often when logging a group of holes it will be possible to use i
been identified in adjacent wells. When this is done, be sure to reco
the precise source of the identification. This should include not only
but the exact location in the report of that well, where the identificati
should be made that you actually compared the identified material wit
logged.
2. Making the Litholog.
Having described and learned to identify all the items present
determine their abundance in the samples. This involves learning to

present. There are two principal ways of doing it, by counting, or b;


























