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INTRODUCTION

Saltwaters have contaminated groundwaters in portions of the
alluvial aquifer located on the south side of Wichita. Well waters
used by Gerald Blood to irrigate his commercial peach orchard have
become salty as a result of this contamination. Part of the Gladys
oil field is located underneath the area of groundwaters that have
become saline. Most of the production from this field is now by water
flooding under wellhead injection pressures of up to 1,000 psi (Kansas
Department of Health and Environment, 1982a). The Division of Environ-
ment has discovered improperly plugged boreholes drilled earlier for
oil in the area that either were dry or abandoned due to becoming
unproductive (Kansas Department of Health and Environment, 1982). At
least one of these was found to be bleeding saltwater into the base of
the alluvial aquifer.

Mr. Blood is presently suing the oil company operating the water
flooding system in the area, because he believes the source of pollution
to be oil-field brine under pressure entering the freshwater aquifer
through improperly plugged boreholes. Studies of the hydrogeology and
water quality are being conducted by consultants for Mr. Blood and the
0oil company, as well as by the Division of Environment. Certain of
these investigations have been designed to determine whether other
sources of saltwater could be entering the alluvial aquifer, specif-
ically, from the Wellington Formation which underlies the alluvium.

Mineralized waters present in the Wellington derive from the solu-
tion of evaporite beds (anhydrite, gypsum and halite) within the pre-
dominant shale of the formation. Where not completely dissolved, the

halite is found in the middle of the Wellington and is called the



Hutchinson Salt Member. A map by Gogel (1981) indicates that the
Hutchinson Salt is about 100 feet thick in the shale underneath the
alluvial aquifer in the Blood orchard area. Gogel's data also shows
that the solution zone termed the Wellington aquifer (formed by dis-
solution of the evaporites) underlies the orchard area.

Samples collected by the Division of Environment and consultants
for the oil company and Mr. Blood were made available to the Kansas
Geological Survey for the chemical identification of the saltwater
source by the procedures of Whittemore et al. (1981). These methods
are especially effective for distinguishing oil-field-brine from halite-
solution-brine sources contaminating waters. This report gives the
results of the chemical identification of the water samples provided.
Additional information on the study area can be found in Department of
Health and Environment (1982a, 1982b). The general geohydrology of the
alluvial aquifer and the Wellington Formation in the region is described

in Lane and Miller (1965), and Gogel (1981) respectively.

PROCEDURES

Concentrations of sodium, chloride, and sulfate in the water
samples were determined by the Kansas Department of Health and Environ-
ment, Wichita Testing Laborafories, or the Kansas Geological Survey as
noted in the data tables. Bromide concentrations were measured by an
automated phenol red method on a Technicon Autoanalyzer (Basel, et al.,
1982). This method gives results which agree excellently with bromide
determinations made using x-ray fluorescence spectrophotometry (by
Gerald James, Kansas Geological Survey), and ion-chromotography (by

Kirk Nordstrom, U.S. Geological Survey, Menlo Park, California). All



samples were filtered through 0.45 um membrane filters to remove sedi-

ment before analysis at the Survey.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Dissolved constituent concentrations and weight ratios in fresh-
waters, saline waters, and saltwaters from Blood Orchard and the sur-
rounding area are given in Table 1. Samples providéd by the Wichita
Testing Laboratories are from observation wells located in T.28S., R.1E.,
Sec. 28. The series of A through O observation wells are in the adja-
cent section to the west (T.285., R.1E., Sec. 29). The designation
of the 6 water-supply wells with 3 numbers, for example, 19-250-450,
refers to the location of the sample within the section (the first
number) of T.285., R.1E. The following two numbers refer to the dis-
tance north and easts respectively, from the southwest corner of the
section. All of the above mentioned wells are screened in alluvial
sediments except for observation wells A3, B3, C3, and D3 which are
screened in shale and interbedded gypsum of the Permian Wellington
Formation. The contact between the base of the alluvium and the under-
lying shale lies at a depth of about 50 + 3 feet in the area of the
observation wells.

The weight ratio of sodium/chloride (Na/C1) ranged from 0.413 to
0.576 for all water samples from observation wells in the alluvium and
for well C3 and the first sample from well B3. Sodium/chloride ratios
of less than 0.6 for saline waters in Kansas usually indicates that the
source of the dissolved salt is from oil-field brine; ratios close to
0.65 in saltwaters generally signifies that the source of the salt is

solution of halite (NaCl), (Whittemore and Pollock, 1978; Whittemore
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et al., 1981). Ratios of sodium/chloride were greater than 0.65 for
samples from observation wells B3 (second sample), A3, and D3 in the
Permian shale.

Dissolved sulfate (804) contents were highest in waters from wells
C3, B3, A3, and D3, with concentrations increasing in the order given
which reflects screened intervals of increasing depths in the Permian
shale. Sulfate/chloride ratios were above 0.27 for well (3 waters, and
higher than 1.1 for all B3, A3, and D3 samples. These concentrations
and ratios reflect the solution of gypsum (CaSOQ . ZHZO) intercepted in
the shale during the drilling of the wells. Waters from observation wells
in the alluvium had Tow sulfate/chloride vratios (less than 0.22) which
generally decreased with increasing chloride content. This latter trend
also occurred during the two day pumping of well 11,

Sulfate concentrations and sulfate/chloride and sodium/chloride ratios
increased with time in waters from wells B3, A3, and D3. This could be
explained by incongruent dissolution of gypsum providing more dissolved
calcium and sulfate relative to sodium and chloride. The higher calcium
concentrations could not remain in solution, however, because they would
cause the solution to be supersaturated with respect to calcite (Cacog)
and calcite would precipitate. Also, the high calcium/sodium ratio
initially formed during gypsum dissolution would not be in equilibrium
with the exchangeable cations on the clays of the shale, and sodium
would be released to the solution as calcium was adsorbed for it on
clay surfaces.

Chloride and bromide concentrations and weight ratios of bromide/
chloride (Br/C1) are listed for freshwaters and saltwaters in Table 1

and for oil-field waters in Table 2. Bromide/chloride ratios are
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plotted versus chloride concentration in Figures 1 and 2. Bromide/
chloride values are usually greater than 0.003 (30 x 107 as plotted in
the figures) for oil-field brines in Kansas, and within 0.0001 to 0.0003
(1 x 1074 10 3 x 107 in the figures) for halite-solution brines.

The curves in Figures 1 are the boundary lines for the zone of
mixing of freshwaters with halite-solution brines‘from the Wellington
Formation. The location of the zone in the figure is based on analytical
data for a large number of fresh to saline groundwaters and subsurface
brines, as well as samples prepared by dissolving different sections of
cores of the Hutchinson Salt Member of the Wellington Formation
(Whittemore and Pollock, 1978; Whittemore et al., 1981; Whittemore,
unpublished data). The boundary curves for the zone are theoretical
lines for the mixing of various amounts of the freshwater (Jow chloride)
and brine (high chloride) endpoints. Points for the samples from the
water-supply wells (chloride concentrations of 61 to 262 mg/L) and for
the Arkansas River sample all fall within the freshwater and halite-
solution-brine mixing zone. This would be expected because the natural
source of most chloride in the river and low levels of chloride in the
alluvium is probably the Wellington Formation to the west. The BP Well
#1 water is a halite-solution brine (184,000 mg/L chloride) as indicated
by its low bromide/chloride ratio.

Figure 2 is an’en1arged section of Figure 1 from 100 to 100,000 mg/L
chloride concentrations. The mixing zone for freshwaters in the alluvium

and oil-field brines from the Blood Orchard area is plotted in addition

to the freshwater and halite-solution-brine mixing zone. The average

chloride concentration for fresh groundwaters from the Blood Orchard

area is about 150 mg/L based on the water-supply wells sampled in 1982
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and well waters analyzed previous to 1965 (Lane and Miller, 1965).

The freshwater endpoints for the mixing zone with oil-field brines
derive from the intersection of 150 mg/L chloride with the boundaries

of the halite-solution-brine mixing zone, while the oil-field-brine end-
points were chosen based on the range in the bromide/chloride values for
the oil-field samples. Qil-production in the area is from Mississippian
strata and thus, the oil-field waters are brines from this horizon or
mixtures of the brines with other waters injected during water flooding.

A1l of the observation well -samples from the alluvium fall in the
mixing zone of freshwaters with oil-field brines. The samples from the
shallowest well screened in the Wellington shale (C3) and the first and
first two samples from two observation wells screened at greater depths
in the Wellington (B3 and A3, respectively) also plot in the oil-field-
brine mixing zone. The water sample designated Magnolia falls within
the same zone.

The last samples collected from observation wells B3 and A3 and all
samples from well D3 (the deepest well screened in the Wellington shale)
plotted between the oil-field-brine and halite-solution-brine mixing
zones. These samples represent mixtures of freshwaters with both oil-
field brines and saltwater solutions in the Wellington.

The results observed for the samples from the two-day pumping test
of well I1 all fall within the zone of mixing with oil-field brine.

The bromide/chloride ratios increased slightly with increases in the
chloride concentration during pumping as would be expected for waters
having greater proportions of oil-field brine. Sodium/chloride and

sulfate/chloride ratios decreased during the pumping, also indicating

waters with larger amounts of oil brine relative to freshwaters.



CONCLUSTONS

The source of saltwater contaminating all of the saline waters in
the alluvium of the Blood Orchard area is oil-field brine similar to
that from Mississippian strata in the area. Saline groundwaters with
appreciable amounts of dissolved evaporites (halite and gypsum) under-
lying the Blood Orchards are only found in the observation wells screened
within the Wellington Formation. The Wellington well samples also
derived a substantial portion of their dissolved solids from oil-field
brine. In general, the deeper the screened intervals in the Wellington
shale and the later the sample date, the smaller the contribution to the
salinity by oil-field brine. A pumping test of saline groundwaters in
the alluvium indicated increasing proportions of oil-field brine were

being drawn to the well,
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