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13 January 2016
Rolfe D. Mandel (Chair)

Kansas Geological Survey

1930 Constant Ave.
Lawrence, KS 66047-3726
Dear Dr. Mandel:

I am writing to support the nomination of Dr. Panagiotis (Takis) KARKANAS for the Rip Rapp Archaeological Geology Award.  Dr. Karkanas is a pioneering geoarchaeologist who has had a profound impact on the discipline in Greece and beyond.  In my opinion he is an outstanding candidate for this award.


For forty years I have been working on the early prehistoric archaeology of Greece and neighboring regions, and in these years I have worked closely with geoarchaeologists, including Rip Rapp, Bill Farrand, Tony Wilkinson, and Tjeerd van Andel amongst others.  In the last decade I have interacted often with Takis Karkanas, and I know from experience that he is of the first rank, not only in terms of ability, but also in terms of the impact he has had on the field. Although the importance of the contribution of geoarchaeology in the eastern Mediterranean has long been recognized, there have been few properly trained specialists who were able to specialize in this region.  And then along came Takis.  He has revolutionized archaeology in Greece by working on almost every archaeological project of any consequence in that country (I leave it to other writers to cover Takis’ contributions in South Africa and elsewhere).  He, and the students and colleagues he has inspired and trained, have brought geoarchaeology to the front of the discipline and convinced an entire generation of archaeologists that the study of all archaeological sites and remains is simply incomplete without the collaboration of a geoarchaeologist.  Indefatigable and unbelievably energetic, Takis has brought his skills as a field man to bear on a vast array of sites, which is documented by the more than 100 technical papers he has published to date.

And now, as the new Director of the Wiener Laboratory of the American School of Classical Studies at Athens (despite the narrow title, the School is the one and only center for all archaeological research undertaken by North Americans in Greece), he is poised to take make an ever greater contribution.  He has taken steps to upgrade the laboratory, which is now moving into significantly expanded quarters in its own building in the center of Athens, and to transform it into the most important institution of its kind in Greece.  It is his stated goal to make archaeological sciences in general, and geoarchaeology in particular, as they are practiced and supported by the Wiener Lab, meet the highest international standards, and for the Wiener Lab to be the leading facility throughout the region.


In terms of his fieldwork, his publications, and his scientific and administrative accomplishments, Takis has in my opinion far exceeded the criteria that we look for when we consider candidates for the Rip Rapp award.  Takis is a force of nature who has helped to move the field of archaeological geology from its infancy to full maturity, and who is poised to become one of the truly great practitioners in the discipline.

Sincerely yours,
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Curtis Runnels MA, PhD, FSA
Professor of Archaeology

Chair, Archaeology Department

