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GLOSSARY OF SIGNIFICANT TERMS

A.A.S.H.O.: American Association of State Highway Officials.

Absorption: Determined by tests performed in accordance with
A.A.S.H.O. designation T 85.

Aggrade: To raise the grade or level of a river valley or stream
bed by depositing particles of clay, silt, sand, or gravel.

Alluvium: A deposit of clay, silt, sand, or gravel laid down by
flowing water.

Aquifer: Water-bearing geologic unit.

Arkosic gravel: Gravel composed of mineral fragments derived from
weathered granite.

Caliche: A secondary calcium carbonate accumulation prominent in
some unconsolidated deposits.

Colluvium: Heterogenous mixture of material resulting from the
transportation action of gravity (e.g. talus at the base of
a slope).

Geologic period: A unit of geologic time (e.g. Mississippian,
Pennsylvanian, and Permian are examples).

Geologic unit: Term used in this report to denote a geologic for-
mation or deposit.

Gradation factor: The value obtained by adding the percentages of
material retained on the 1 1/2", 3/4", 3/8", 4, 8, 16, 30, 50,
and 100 sieves respectively and dividing the sum by 100.

Igneous rocks: Rocks produced under conditions involving great
heat as rocks crystallized from a molten material.

Light type surfacing: A surface course constructed from aggregate
which is not bound by water, cement, or bituminous material.

Liquid limit: Determined by tests performed in accordance with
section Y1-18 of the State Highway Commission of Kansas Standard
Specifications, 1966 edition.

Los Angeles wear: Determined by tests performed in accordance with
A.A.S.H.O. designation T 96 as modified by section Y1-14 of the
State Highway Commission of Kansas Standard Specifications, 1966
edition.

Material source bed: A particular geologic unit, consolidated or
unconsolidated, that provides material for construction purposes.
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Metamorphic rock: Rock which has been crystallized or otherwise
altered by intense heat and pressure.

Open materials site: A pit which has produced or is producing
construction material.

Plastic index: Determined by tests performed in accordance with
section Y1-18 of the State Highway Commission of Kansas Standard
Specifications, 1966 edition.

Pleistocene Series: Deposits laid down during the Quaternary Period.

Prospective materials site: A geographical location where the
geologic conditions are favorable for the discovery of construc-
tion material.

Soundness: Determined by tests performed in accordance with section
Y1-15 of the State Highway Commission of Kansas Standard Speci-
fications, 1966 edition.

Specific gravity: Determined by tests performed in accordance with
A.A.5.H.0. designation T 84 for sand and gravel and T 85 for
crushed stone.

Terrace deposit: A plain built up by the deposition of sediments by
water.

Unconsolidated deposits: Deposits of clay, silt, sand, or gravel.
These deposits may be laid down by wind or water action.

Wash: (Material passing the no. 200 sieve) Determined by tests
performed in accordance with A.A.S.H.O. designation T 11.

Weight per cubic foot: Determined by tests performed in accordance
with A.A.S.H.O. designation T 19-45.
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