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GLOSSARY OF SIGNIFICANT TERMS

Absorption: Determined by tests performed in accordance with
A.A.S.H.O. designation T85.

Aggrade: To raise the grade or level of a river valley or stream
bed by depositing particles of clay, silt, sand, and gravel.

Algal limestone: Limestone formed by algae. In the case of algal
limestone in the Ogallala, it is considered of fresh water
origin,

Alluvium: A deposit of clay, silt, sand, or gravel laid down by
flowing water.

Aquifer: Water bearing geologic unit.

Arkosic gravel: Gravel composed of mineral fragments derived from
weathered granite.

Caliche: Term used for secondary accumulation of calcium carbon-
ate in unconsolidated deposits.

Coarse sand: An aggregate of unconsolidated mineral or rock
particles the dimensions of which are not less than 0.42
millimeters and not larger than 2.00 millimeters.

Cobble: Rounded stones ranging from about two and one-half to ten
inches in diameter.

Colluvial deposits: Hetergeneous aggregates of rock debris re-
sulting from the transporting action of gravity.

Consolidated deposit: Deposit of limestone, shale, or sandstone.
In Kansas, this term generally applies to rock older than
Pliocene age.

Cross bedding: Term applied to sedimentary deposits whose bedding
is inclined at various angles to the general stratification.

Evaporites: Group of sedimentary deposits that owe their origin
mainly to the evaporation of restricted bodies of sea water.

Fine sand: An aggregate of unconsolidated minerals or rock
particles the dimensions of which are not less than 0.05
millimeters and not more than 0.42 millimeters. The term
refers to size of grain and not composition; however, since
most sands are composed of quartz and feldspar, and the
term is used without qualifications, a siliceous composition
is implied.

Formation: A layer of persistent strata of one general kind of rock.
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Geologic period: A unit of geologic time, shorter than an era
and larger than an epoch (e.g. Cambrain, Cretaceous, and Tertiary).

Geologic unit: A general term used to denote a geologic formation,
member or an unconsolidated deposit.

Gradation factor: The value obtained by adding the percentages of
material retained on the 1%", 3/4", 3/8", 4, 8, 16, 30, 50, and
100 sieves respectively and dividing the sum by 100.

Grading A, B, C, and D: Determined by the abrasive charge for the
Los Angeles wear test as specified in A.A.S.H.O. designation T96
and section Y1-14 of the State Highway Commission of Kansas
Standard Specifications, 1966 edition.

Ground-water: Water in the zone of saturation, that is, below the
water table.

Igneous rocks: Rocks produced under conditions involving great
heat; as rocks crystallized from a molten material.

Lava: Igneous rock that has been poured out upon the surface of
the earth and there solidified.

Light type surfacing: A surface course constructed from aggregate
which is not bound by water, cement, or bituminous material.

Liquid limit: Determined by tests performed in accordance with
section Y1-18 of the State Highway Commission of Kansas Standard
Specifications, 1966 edition.

Loess: Material generally composed of silt-sized particles deposit-
ed by wind.

Los Angeles wear: Determined by tests performed in accordance with
A.A.S.H.O. designation T96 as modified by section Y1-14 of the
State Highway Commission of Kansas Standard Specifications, 1966
edition.

Marine deposits: Deposits laid down in a sea.

Material source bed: A geologic unit from which construction mat-
erial is being or can be produced.

Matrix: The fine components of a rock that binds the larger com-
ponents, sometimes called groundmass.

Metamorphic rock: Rock which has been recrystallized or otherwise
altered by intense heat and (or) pressure.

Mortar bed: A calcium cemented sand in the Ogallala Formation.
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Open materials site: A pit or quarry from which material is pro-
duced for possible construction purposes.

Physiographic division: A division of the state based on general
geologic and (or) geographic features.

Plasticity index: Determined by tests performed in accordance with
section Y1-18 of the State Highway Commission of Kansas Standard
Specifications, 1966 edition.

Pleistocene Series: Deposits laid down during the Pleistocene Epoch.

Pliocene Epoch: The youngest major subdivision of the Tertiary
Period.

Prospective materials site: A location where the geologic condi-
tions are favorable for finding construction material.

Red beds: Red sandstone, siltstone, and silty shale containing
thin zones of limestone, dolomite and gypsum.

Siltstone: A very fine-grained stone composed of silt-sized part-
icles.

Soundness: Determined by tests performed in accordance with sec-
tion Y1-15 of the State Highway Commission of Kansas Standard
Specifications, 1966 edition.

Specific gravity: Determined by tests performed in accordance
with A.A.S.H.O. designation T84 for fine aggregate and T85
for coarse aggregate.

Stereoscopic vision: That application of binocular vision which
enables the observer to view an object simultaneously from two
different perspectives (or two photographs taken from different
camera stations) to obtain the mental impression of a three
dimensional model.

Stratigraphic position: The vertical position of a geologic unit
in relation to other geologic units.

Stream meander: One of a series of bends or curves in the course
of a stream caused by lateral movement of a stream in its valley.

Stream scour: Downward erosion of a stream through its alluvium.

Strength ratio: Determined by tests performed in accordance with
A.A.S.H.O. designation T19.

Terrace: A plain built up by the deposition of sediments by water.

Unconsolidated deposits: Deposits of clay, silt, sand, or gravel
that are not cemented together.
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Volcanic ash: The finely divided, fragmental, silica rock material
blown from volcanoes during explosive eruptions.

Wash: (Material passing the no. 200 sieve.) Determined by tests
performed in accordance with A.A.S.H.O. designation Tll.

Weight per cubic foot: Determined by tests performed in accord-
ance with A.A.S.H.O. designation T19.
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