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GLOSSARY OF SIGNIFICANT TERMS
Absorption: Determined by tests performed in accordance with
A.A.S.H.O. specifications, designation T 85.

Alluviate: The deposition of sediments by rivers anywhere a-
long their courses.

Alluvium: A general term for all unconsolidated material de-
posited by streams.

Aquifer: Geologic units that are water-bearing.
Chert: A dull, flint-like, siliceous rock.

Detritus: Fragmental material derived from older rocks by
disintegration.

Flaggy: Thin, horizontal-bedded.

Geologic period: A unit of geologic time; Mississippian,
Pennsylvanian, and Permian are examples.

Geologic unit: The term is used in this report to refer to a
geologic formation or member and unconsolidated deposits of
Pleistocene age.

Glacial drift: Sediments deposited by glaciers which may con-
sist of sand, gravel, clay and silt or combinations thereof.

Igneous rock: Rocks formed by solidification of hot mobile
material termed magma. :

Karst topography: Near surface limestone areas marked by sinks
or holes; usually underlain by caverns or smaller voids.

Leach: The removal in solution of the more soluable minerals
by percolating waters.

Los Angeles wear: Determined by tests performed in accordance
with A.A.S.H.O. specifications, designation T96 as modified
by the State Highway Commission of Kansas Standard Specifica-
tions, 1966 edition, section Y1l-14.

Metamorphic rock: Rock which has been altered by intense heat
and pressure.

Micaceous: A term applied to sands or sandstones containing
mica flakes.
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Oolite: A spherical to ellipsoidal body 0.25 to 2.00 mm. in
diameter, which may or may not have a nucleus, and has con-

centric or radial structure or both. It is usually calcar-
eous.

Plasticity index: Determined by tests performed in accordance
with the State Highway Commission of Kansas Standard Specifi-
cation, 1966 edition, section Y1-18.

Pleistocene: A period of geologic time representing approxi-
mately the last ten million years of the geologic time scale.

Pliocene: The last and youngest major subdivision of the
Tertiary Period.

Quartzose: A term applied to sands and sandstones essentially
composed of quartz.

Residual soil: 1In place material resulting from the decomposi-
tion of rocks.

Specific gravity: Determined by tests performed in accordance
with Y1-15 of the State Highway Commission of Kansas Stan-
dard Specifications, 1966 edition.

Terrace: A plain located above the present floodplain, which
is usually made up of older stream-laid deposits.

Unconsolidated deposits: Deposits of clay, silt, sand or

gravel or combinations of these laid down by wind, water or
ice.
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12,
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