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GLOSSARY

A.A.S.H.O.: American Association of State Highway Officials.

Absorption: Determined by tests performed in accordance with A.A.S.H.O. designation
T85.

Alluvium: A deposit of clay, silt, sand, or gravel laid down by flowing water.

Aquifer: Water-bearing geologic unit.

Bedding: A characteristic of some rock units which shows distinct layers due to the

manner in which they are deposited.
Chert: A dull, flint-like, siliceous rock.

Construction Aggregate: Processed rock that will meet standard specifications for
concrete and bituminous construction.

Cross bedding: Term applied to sedimentary deposits whose bedding is inclined at
various angles to the general stratification.

Eolian deposits: Wind deposited sediments such as Loess or Dune Sand.

Exposure pattern: Topographic feature formed on the land surface by the exposure of
geologic units.

Facies change: Lateral change in the physical properties of a given bed as a result of a
gradual change in its depositional environment and (or) parent material. For example, a
shale unit may grade into a sandstone and still maintain its relative stratigraphic position.

Fine sand: An aggregate of unconsolidated minerals or rock particles the dimensions of
which are not less than 0.05 of a millimeter and not more than 0.42 of a millimeter. The
term refers to size of grain and not to composition; however, since most sands are composed
of quartz and feldspar, and the term is used without qualifications, a siliceous composition
is implied.

Flaggy: Thin, horizontal-bedded.

Fluvial cycle: The stream-action cycle involving periods of deposition, erosion, and
return to deposition.

Fluvial deposit: Deposits laid down by a river or stream.
Formation: A layer of persistent strata of one general kind of rock.
Fusilinids: Small marine fossils, about the shape and size of a grain of wheat, belonging

to the Foraminifera.



Geologic era: Largest unit of geologic time (e.g. Paleazoic, Mesozoic, and Cenozoic).

Geologic period: A unit of geologic time, shorter than an era and longer than an epoch
(e.g. Cambrian, Cretaceous, and Tertiary).

Geologic process: Term pertaining to erosion, deposition, and disastrophic methods by
which the earth’s surface has been shaped.

Geologic structure: The attitude of the rock units. (t.e. whether they are horizontal or
tilted).
Geologic system: A term that refers to rocks or deposits that were laid down during a

particular geologic period (e.g. the Pennsylvanian, Permian, and Quaternary).

Geologic unit: A general term used to denote a geologic formation, member, or an
unconsolidated deposit.

Glacial drift: A general term for all rock debris which has been transported and
deposited either directly by the ice or from the accompanying meltwater of the glacier.

Glacielacustrine: Term applied to deposits laid down in glacial lakes.
Gpm: Gallons per minute.
Gradation factor: The value obtained by adding the percentages of material retained on

the 1%, 3/4", 3/8", 4, 8, 16, 30, 50, and 100 sieves, respectively, and dividing the sum by
100.

Grading A, B, C, and D: Determined by the abrasive charge for the Los Angeles wear
test as specified in A.A.S.H.O. designation T96 and section 1001 of the State Highway
Commission of Kansas Standard Specifications, 1973 edition.

Ground-water: Water in the zone Qf saturation, that is, below the water table.

Light type surfacing: A surface course constructed from aggregate which is not bound
by water, cement, or bituminous material.

Litholcgy: Physical properties of rocks such as grain size, mineral content, and color.
Loess: Material generally composed of silt-sized particles deposited by wind.
Los Angeles wear: Determined by tests performed in accordance with A.A.S.H.O.

designation T96 as modified by section 1001 of the State Highway Commission of Kansas
Standard Specifications, 1973 edition.

Marine deposits: Deposits laid down in a sea.
Material source bed: A geologic unit from which construction material is being or can
be produced.



Matrix: The fine components of a rock that binds the larger components, sometimes
called groundmass.

Member: A division of a formation, generally of distinct lithologic character or of only
local extent.
Open materials site: A pit or quarry from which material is produced fcr possible

construction purposes.
Outwash: Material that is transported and deposited by glacial meltwater.

Physiographic division: A division of the state, based on general geologic and (or)
geographic features.

Pleistocene Series: Deposits laid down during the Pleistocene Epoch.
Pliocene Epoch: The youngest major subdivision of the Tertiary Period.
Prospective materials site: A location where the geologic conditions are favorable for

finding construction material.

Soundness: Determined by tests performed in accordance with section 1001 of the
State Highway Commission of Kansas Standard Specifications, 1973 edition.

Specific gravity: Determined by tests performed in accordance with A.A.S.H.O.
designation T84 for fine aggregate and T85 for coarse aggregate.

Stereoscopic vision: Three-dimensional vision by means of viewing identical images on
two photographs exposed from equal distance but at different angles.

Stream meander: One of a series of bends or curves in the course of a stream caused by
lateral movement of a stream in its valley.

Stream scour: Downward erosion of a stream through its alluvium.

Strength ratio: Determined by tests performed in accordance with A.A.S.H.O.
designation T19. '

Terrace: A plain built up by the deposition of sediments by water.

Trunk stream: A major drainage channel in a given area.

Unconsolidated deposits: Deposits of clay, silt, sand, or gravel that are not cemented
together.

Wash: (Mater'ial passing the no. 200 sieve). Determined by tests performed in

accordance with A.A.S.H.O. designation T11.
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Weathering: The disintergration (physical change) or decomposition {chemical change)
of rock by atmospheric agents.

Weight per cubic foot: Determined by tests performed in accordance with A.A.S.H.O.
designation T19.
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