
KANSAS
GEOLOGICAL
SURVEY
The University of Kansas

September 29,2008

Karen LaFreniere
City of Liberal
P.O. Box 2199
Liberal, Kansas 67905-2199

Re: USDA Mutual Self-Help Housing Technical Assistance grant review

Dear Ms. LaFreniere,

The Kansas Geological Survey (KGS) has received your September 5, 2008 letter requesting
us to review the above referenced project. The project consists of construction of eighteen
affordable homes for low to moderate income families in Liberal, Kansas. Eleven of the
houses will be constructed on Academy Court. The other seven houses will be built on other
available lots in Liberal.

A review of regional geologic information and project information provided by you indicates
that there are no unduly adverse geologic conditions that should affect this project. However,
there are issues that warrant further consideration and evaluation. First, portions of Liberal
are located in playas and are susceptible to flooding. The Academy Court site appears to be
in close proximity to a flood zone, as indicated on the enclosed FEMA Flood lnsurance Rate
Map. Flood zone maps should be consulted for all potential sites, and surface-water runoff
characteristics and flooding potential should be evaluated. Further, the USDA Soil Survey of
Seward County indicates that the soils underllng Liberal have a moderate to high shrink-
swell potential. Soil characteristics should be considered, particularly for any foundation
design. A completed agency review form is enclosed.

This letter is an assessment based on information about the regional geologic conditions
available via the KGS and cannot be used in substitute of a detailed site characterization. Other
geologic conditions, not discussed herein, or for which the KGS has no knowledge, ffioy affect
the viability of the project. It is the responsibility of the applicant to provide any necessary
characterization, geotechnical or environmental testing, or design by a licensed professional
geologist or engineer to complete the project.

Sincerely,
:1,0U./
!o^-..- V, f\/

I

David P. Young,
Hydrologist

Encl
cc: Dan Suchy, KGS Data Resources Library

A Research and Service Division of the University of Kansas
1930 ConstantAvenue I Lawrence, KS 66047-3-/24 | (785) 864-3965 | Fax 785-864-53 17 | www.kgs.ku,edu
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The

CITY of LIBERAL
P.O. BOX 2199 . LIBERAL. KANSAS 67905-2199 . 620-626-0102

September 5, 2008

Dr. Wm. Harrison
Ks. Geological Survey
1930 Constant Ave.
Lawrence, Ks.66047

RE: Intergovernmental Review

Dear Dr. Harrison:

The City of Liberal is applying for a USDA Mutual Self-Help Housing Technical Assistance
grant. Enclosed please find the following documents for intergovernmental review of this
matter. to-wit:

1. SF-424 Application for Federal Assistance,
2. Site map,
3. Description of the project,
4. Budget information,
5. Federal addresses to which the application has been sent, and
6. Agency Review Transmittal Form.

Thank you for your review of this matter.

Sincerely.

M
Karen LaFreniere
Housing & Community Development
Director



Description of Glant Application

The City of Liberal is applying for a USDA Rural Development Technical Assistance
Grant to develop eighteen affordable homes for low to moderate income families in Liberal.
This is the second grant technical assistance grant application to Rural Development from the
City of Liberal. The technical assistance grant in the amount of $288,000 will be used to pay for
the construction supervisor, construction assistants and any tools used in the project. The
qualified homeowners will finance the house through a Rural Development direct loan. The City
of Liberal completed a Community Housing Assessment in March 2008 that indicated affordable
housing is needed in the community. The Self-Help Housing Program is being used help create
homeownership opportunities for low to moderate income families.

Eleven of the houses will be constructed on Academy Court, a cul de sac located in
Southwest Liberal. The other seven houses will be built on other available lots in Liberal.
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Additional Documentation
Not Scanned.

Available in Open-fiIe.


