
The University of Kansas

Malch 6.2008

Mr. Murral'J. Balk, Chief
Surface Minrng Sectron
Kansas Dept. Health & Envjronment
4033 Parkvie*'Drive
Frontenac. KS 66763

Dear Mural':

I have revier,r,ed the information that you and Tim Wiison sent to the Kansas Geoiogical Survev
conceming the nerv permit applicatron (BB-SM-140-5) b),Phoenrr Coal Companr,. Inc. to sur-face
mine coal on 312 acres in parts of the S/2 of Section 2,T.21 S., R. 25 E.. in southeast Bourbon
County. Kansas. It is my understanding that the neu'perrnit requested bl,Phoenix Coal will be
for the companv's Garland Mine wrth mining in the adjacent section from recent mining
operations. Coais tltat are expected to be nrined in this neu' permit area rnclude the Beviei.
Crowebulg, and the Fleming coals in a multi-seam operation. As mentjoned in m-v letter of
December 12.2006. and later in my revieu' letter of January 24.2008 concerning permits BB-
SM-1'103 and BB-SM-1104 for the Phoenix Coal Gariand Mine I still believe the coal bed
referred to in the petmit appiications as the Flemrng coal. is actually the Mineral coal. However.
I do not think this small opinion drfference on the name of the coal that is planned ro be mined as
the bottom coal is a probiem of concern. I find no problems with the informatjon submitted, and
I do not anticipate any new problems u,ith this requested new mining area that would drffer from
the mtnor pH problems identified in the adjacent earlier permit areas where these same coals
u,ere mined.

In seneral. I do not anticipate anv serious probiems u,ith mining of coal in this neyn, permrt area if
normal care is taken with segregatins and burving of the pylitic materlais removed from the coal
or closeiy associated with the coal. It was noted that some thin rnterr,ais of acid-formins
matenals are present in the overburden that mi-sht possibi,v be of concern based on overburden
anal}'ses. With cale and blending of matenal wtth a higher pH. the problems should be
conected--assuming vour nofinal controls on preventing exposule of low pH areas follou,jng
mlnlng as requjred b1'Kansas lau,s and reguiations. The conditions for mining on this new
permit should not vary fi'om vour experience u,jth earlier mined areas of the Phoenix Garland
Mine where the same coal beds .uvere mined.
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The above discussion represents our best assessmenl based on the rnformatron that the Kansas
Geoiogical Surr,ey has about this localit1, and/or ploposed project ar the rime of thjs ri'riting.
Other geolo-eic conditions, not discussed herein, or for which the Kansas Geolosical Survev has
no knou,ied-qe, may affect the r,jabiirty or safe operatron of this facrlitl' or propefi)'.

Best wishes on completion of vour permit levier.r'.

Sincerely'.
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Lar,rrence L. Bradr
Senior Scient i t lc Fel lorr . ,  
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KANSAS
RODERICK L. BREMBY, SECRETARY KATHLEEN SEBELIUS, GOVERNoR

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT

Februarv 26.2008

Kansas Geological Survey
1930 Constant - Campus West
University of Kansas
Lawrence, Kansas 66045

Phoenix Coal Company, Inc. has submitted permit application BB-SM-1405 to the
Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Surface Mining Section, to operate a coal mine on

3 12 acres in portions of the S 1/2 of Section 2, Township 27 South, Range 25 East in Bourbon County,
Kansas.

Per the MOU between our agencies, enclosed is section 780.22, a location map, and a permit area
description.

Copies of the complete permit application including a detailed description of the proposed operation are
on hle at the following locations:

Surface Mining Section
4033 Parkview Drive
Frontenac, Kansas 667 63

Bourbon County Courthouse
Fort Scott, Kansas 6670I

KDHE - Bureau of Environmental Remediation
1000 SW Jackson, Suite 410
Tooeka. Kansas 66612-1367

Please provide any comments you may have regarding this permit application to the Surface Mining
Section by March 17,2008. If you have any questions please do not hesitate to contact this office at (620) 23I-
8540.

Sincerely,

411 dJ/-
/'\

{-r Murray J. Balk, Chief
Surface Mining Section

DIVISION OF ENVIRONMENT
BUREAU OF ENVIRONMENTAL REIVEDIATION

SURFACE [/INING SECTION
4033 PARKVIEW DR.. FRONTENAC, KS 66763

Voice 620-23'1-8540 Fax 620-231-0753 http.i/www Kdhe.state.ks us



Permit Area Description

(BB-SM-140s)

The Permit  area is descr ibed as fol lows:

East Area-

The land containing 158 acres, more or less, being si tuated in Sect ions Two (2) and Eleven (11),

Township Twenty-Seven South (T27S), Range Twenty-Five East (R25E), Bourbon County, Kansas being
more part icular ly descr ibed as fol lows:

Beginning at a point 25 feet North and 25 feet West of the Southeast Corner of the Southeast Quarter of
said Section Two; thence S88"59'03"W along the North Right-of-Way line of Deer Road approximately
815.4 feet; thence 500"14'44"E, 50 feet to a point on the south Right-of-Way line of Deer Road; thence
S88"59'03"W along said South Right-of-Way line, 300 feet; thence NO0'14'44"W, 50 feet to said North
Right-of-Way l ine of Deer Road; thence 588"59'03"W along said North Right-of-Way l ine approximately
1512 feet to a point on the West l ine of the Southeast Quarter of said Sect ion Two; thence N00'00'00"E
along said West l ine approximately 1492 feet;  thence N48"03'03"E approximately 939 feet;  thence
N06'38'40"E approximately 462 feet; thence N00"00'00"E approximately 329 feet; thence N90'OO'00"E
approximately 1937 feet to a point on the West Right-of-Way line of 26Oth Road; thence SOI"L4'27"W
along said West Right-of-Way l ine approximately 2862 feet to the point of  beginning.

West Area-

The land containing 154 acres, more or less, being situated in Section Two (2), Township Twenty-Seven
South (T27S), Range Twenty-Five East (R25E), Bourbon County, Kansas being more particularly described
as follows:

Beginning at a point 25 feet East and approximately I70 feet North of the Southwest Corner of the
Southwest Quarter of said Section Two; thence N00"05'09"W along the East Right-of-Way line of 250th
Road approximately 247tfeet; thence continuing along said East Right-of-Way line N00"47'01"E
approximately 418 feet; thence N82"33'49"E approximately 1919 feet; thence N49'38'59"E
approximately 695 feet; thence N00'13'14"E approximately 159 feet; thence N89"06'29"E
approximately 169 feet; thence 500'59'21"W approximately 276 feet; thence 545"42'37"W
approximately 513 feet; thence 500"06'46"W approximately t32t feet; thence 507'37'10"W
approximately 1994 feet to a point on the North Right-of-Way line of Deer Road; thence 589'17'13"W
along said North Right-of-Way line approximately 1007 feet; thence N00"00'00"E approximately 387
feeU thence N90"00'00"W approximately 415 feet; thence 500"00'00"E approximately 252 feeq thence
N90"00'00"W approximately 545 feet to the point of beginning.
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Other documentation not scanned.
Available in open file.


