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November 9,2007

Mr. Fred Foshag, Jr.
Surface Mining Section
Kansas Dept. of Health and Environment
4033 Parkview Drive
Frontenac, KS 66763

Re: Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation
Linn Co. Proiect. PAD KS-0065

Dear Fred:

I have reviewed the information that you requested in your e-mail of November 8, 2007
concerning the small area for reclamation in the NE NE Sect. 33, T. 2l S., R. 25 8., Linn
County, Kansas that is a small part of the Linn Co. Project-PAD KS-0065. I originally sent a
reply by letter on September 16,2002 concerning the potential of future mining in the project
area, but the small area in Section 33 was not specifically mentioned in the request or letter
although it was included in your map outlining the proposed reclamation project. The request
letter was to the Kansas Geological Survey (dated August 29,2002) conceming two potential
coal mining reclamation project areas (with the same project # PAD KS-0065) in Linn County.
The proposed reclamation sites are located on past strip-mine land disturbed by mining for the
Mulberry coal.

The proposed reclamation effofis would coffect problems created by this past strip-mining. In
my letter of September 16, 2002I mentioned that the Mulberry coal is the important coal strip-
mined in Linn County, and that coal was and is still mined as a single seam in Kansas. There are
a number of coal beds underlying the Mulberry coal in the area of your reclamation sites, but the
coals are too deep to be won by strip-mining, and the coals of our state are no longer being
mined by underground methods due the thin nature of the coal beds. These comments also apply
to the small area in the norlheast corner of Section 33, T. 21 S., R. 25 E. that was not iisted in the
original letter. I do not anticipate that coal or other rock or minerals will be mined in the future
in your proposed reclamation areas. Future mining should not disturb the areas outlined for your
planned reclamation efforts and you should continue with your reclamation plans.
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The above discussion represents our best assessment based on the information that the Kansas
Geological Survey has about this locality and./or proposed project at the time of this writing.
Other geologic conditions, not discussed herein, or for which the Kansas Geological Survey has
no knowledge, may aftect the viability or safe operation of the reclamation of this property.

Sincerelv.

Hrr*"'--'fu1-
Lawrence L. Brady /-
Senior Scientific Fellow
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September 76,2002

Mr. Murray J. Balk, Chief
Surface Vhning Secrion
Kansas Dept. of Health and Environment
-1033 Parkview Drive
Frontenac. KS 66763

Re: Abandoned Vhne Land Reclamation
Linn Co. Project, PAD KS,0065
SE SW NrW & NE I{W SW Sect. 23.T.21 S.. R. 25 E.
W2 SE Sec  28 ,  T .21  S . ,  R .  25  E .  &  W2 SW Sec  2 ' / ,T  27  S . .  R .25  E .

Dear Mun'ay:

I have reviewed the information that you sent the Kansas Geological Survey (dated August 19,
2002) concerning two potential coal mrning reclamation project areas (with the same project #
PAD KS-0065) in Linn County. Kansas. The proposed reciamation sites ms lopeteri nn nrqr
stnp-mine land disturbed by mrnrng for the Mulberry coal.

The proposed reclamatron efforts would correct problems created by this past stnp-mining. The
Mulbeny coal is the important coal stnp-mrned in Linn County, and that coal was and rs stil1
mrned as a singie seam in Kansas. There are a number of coal beds underlying the Mulberry
coal in the area of your reclamation sites, but the coals are too deep to be won bv stnp-minine,
and the coals of our state are no longer being mined by underground methods due the thin nature
of the coal beds. I do not anticlpate that coal or other rock or mrnerals wiil be mrned in vour
proposed reclamation areas.

Basically. future mrning should not disturb the areas outhned for your pianned reclamation
efforts and you shouid continue wrth your reclamation plans.

Best  wishes on complet ion of  thc rec lamar ion pro jecr .

Sincerelv.

193O Cons tan t  - \ ve . .  Ca rnpus  W-es t

Ttre Universitw of I(ansas

Lar,vrence.  I (a:esas 66047 -37 26
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<d-",fnce L. brxotLawreFL. Br

Senior Scientrst
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I Audust 29,2002

Mr. Lee FCF:linnco:C3

Ka iogical Survey
University

1930 Constant Ave. - Campus West
Lawrence, Kansas 66047 -3126

Re: Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation
Lirur Co. Project, PAD KS-0065
SE SW NIW & NE NW SW 23-21-25E
w2 sE 28-21-2sE &W2 SW 27-21-258

Dear Mr. Gerhard:

The Kansas Department of Health and Environment, Surface Mining Section (SMS) has
selected hazardous problem areas at abandoned surface coai mine sites located in Linn County,
east of Pleasanton, Kansas, which willbe reclaimed. Reclamation at the sites is being planned
by the Surface Mining Section to minimrze thehazards typically associated with the abandoned
mining operations. The sites are located along the sides of countyroads, as shown on the attached
copy of a portion of the Pleasanton, KS, USGS map, in the Sections referenced above.

We are requesting a letter from the Kansas Geological Survey stating whether or not it is
considered likely that the area of this project will be mined in the future. Please note that these
sites were included with a number of other sites previously reviewed by,vour agency at the SMS's
request in February of 1988. On November 29,1988, your agency submitted a response to the
SMS indicating the your office could not foresee any potential mining which wouid disturb the
proposed AML reclamation. A copy of that response is attached for your information.

Because of the time lapse between your office's previous review and the pending
reclamation construction, the SMS is requesting an update of the past review to tnsure there are
no oroblems.

DI\'iS ION OF EN1'IRO\}IENT
Bureau of Envuonmental Remediation

( 620) 13 1 -8540
F \-X {620) 23 t-075,1

S ur1-ace,\{rning Section
403i Parkvrerv Dnle
Frontenac. KS 6616i



Kansas Geoiogical Survelr Letter
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August 28,2002
Page 2

We would appreciate a reply at your earliest convenience. If you have any questions,
please feel free to contact us at (620) 23 1-8540.

Sincerely,

-,//4r'u2,/ 6,k
Murrav J. BaK.'ehief
Surface Minine Section

Project f i ie: 8-6(1)

DIVIS ION OF ENVIRO\II,IENT
Surf-ace Mining Section Bureau of Envrronmental Remedratron
i033 Parkvierv Drive
Frontenac. KS 66;63

(620) 2- l1-85.+0
F-\\  (  620 ) 13 1-075i
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KANSAS GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 1930 Constant  Ave. ,  Carnpus 
-West

T}-e t_t--niwersity of I{ansas

Larwrence, I(ansas 66C46-2598

913-864-3965

N o v e m b e r  2 9 .  - 1 9 8 8

M r .  G e o r g e  H a r  t
S u r f a c e  M i n i n g  S e c t i o n
K a n s a s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l  t h  a n d  E n v i  r o n m e n t
B o x  1 4 1 8
P i t t s b u r g ,  K S  6 6 7 6 2

D e a r  G e o r  g e :

I  h a v e  r e v i e w e d  y o u r  f o u r  p r o p o s e d  A l v l l  p r o j e c t  s i t e s  i n  L i n n  c o u n t y ,
K a n s a s  ( K S - 0 0 6 1  P r e s c o t  t  ,  K S - 0 0 6 4  T u r n e r  ,  K S - 0 0 6 5  p l  e a s a n t o n ,  a n d  K S -
0 2 1 9  I n d i a n  c r e e k  S o u t h ) ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e i r  p o t e n t i a l  f , o r  f u t u r e
m i n i n g  a c t i v i t y .  T h e  c o a l  m i n e d  a t  a l l  f o u r  o f  t h e s e  A f u l L  s i t e s  w a s
t h e  M u  I  b e r  r y  c o a  I  b e d  o f  t h e  B a n d e r a  F o r m a t  i  o n  a n d  M a r m a t o n  G r o u p  o f
M i  d d  I  e  P e n n s y  I  v a n  i  a n  a g e T h e  M u l b e r r y  c o a l  i s  t h e  o n l y  e c o n o m i c
c o a l  b e d  i n  t h i s  a r e a  t h a t  c a n  b e  m i n e d  b y  s t r i p - m i n i n g  m e t h o d s .
D e e p e r  c o a l  b e d s  a r e  p r e s e n t  i n  t h e  c h e r o k e e  G r o u p ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e s e
c o a  I  b e d s  h a v e  t h e  p o t e n t  i  a  I  t o  b e  m i  n e d  b y  u n d e r g r o u n d  m e t h o d s .
H o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  a n y  c o a l  o p e r a t o r  w i l l  a t t e m p r  r o
m i n e  t h e s e  c o a l s  f o r  e c o n o m i c  r e a s o n s  i n  t h e  f o r e s e e a b l e  f u t u r e .  T h e
p r o p o s e d  A l v l l  p r o  j e c t s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  p o s t  m i n i n g  p r o b l e m s  o n  t h e
M u l b e r r y  c o a l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  n o  a d d i t i o n a l  c o a l  m i n i n g  o f  t h e  a r e a  i s  t o
b e  e x p e c t e d .  N o  o t h e r  m i n e r a l s  o r  r o c k -  i s  r e c o g n i z e d  i n  t h e s e
p r o p o s e d  A f u l L  a r e a s  t h a t  m i g h t  b e  m i n e d  i n  t h e  f  u t u r e .

I n  s u n m a r y ,
A t u l L  p r o j e c t

S i n c e r e l y ,
,. /// '

{/-r^--V

I  s e e  n o  p o t e n t i a l  m i n i n g  t h a t  w o u l d  d i s t u i - b  t h "  p r o p o s e C
a r e a s  I  i s t e d  a b o v e .

t\fu*""''t'L/
L a w r e n c e  L .  B r a d y ,
G e o l o g i c  l n v e s t i g a t

\ i - -
C h i e f  v

i  o n s  S e c t  i  o n


